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Simon has been with Biogen 9 years and leads a group of statisticians who support 1/3 of 

the company’s clinical programs.  Prior to joining Biogen, he spent 18 years at Eli Lilly in a 

broad range of leadership roles including Global Early Oncology and European Medical 

Affairs statistics. His early career was spent in academia and at the EORTC.

Simon is known for his creativity and being talkative and was as surprised as anyone that 

he managed to deliver a talk in 7m53s at the 2024 conference.
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Everyone gets things wrong, and yet, the fear of being wrong can often make us reluctant

to speak up and contribute. 

Fortunately for us, there is a skill to being wrong and skills can be learned.

In this talk I will present some case studies from my long career of being wrong and

different tactics for handling such situations. I’ll talk about ownership, calmness under

pressure and being wrong without feeling “stupid”.

 Learning to be wrong in the right way can help you speak up, share more ideas and have a

greater impact.


