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Tastimed
Molecule name: Tonicalumab
Brand name: Tastimed

Background information on mouth cancer:
· Mouth cancer occurs when tumours and mutated cells develop on the tongue, lips, mouth or gums.
· This very rare disease usually affects people aged between 50 and 74 and is more common in men. In the UK, there are around 8,000 people suffering from mouth cancer.
· Risk factors include drinking alcohol, smoking and infections such as human papilloma virus (HPV). 
· Symptoms include pain, changes in the voice, bleeding and difficulty in moving the jaw. 

Background on drug:
· Tastimed can significantly extend the lives of terminal patients, giving them valuable time to spend with those close to them.
· Responsive patients will be relieved of all symptoms of the cancer, allowing them to live a normal life. 
· Tastimed is a form of chemotherapy and is administered intravenously (by IV drip in the arm). One course of treatment lasts a week and patients require 4 cycles to temporarily cure the cancer.

Side Effects:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patients are likely to experience side effects while taking this drug, but these are viewed as secondary to the pain from the disease itself. The most common of these are hair loss, migraines and loss of taste.

Other treatments already available:
This is a “first in class” drug, meaning that there are currently no other treatments available for mouth cancer.

Quality of Life data & probability of response:
The probability of response for this medicine is 74%.

By the time of diagnosis with the disease, patients will have, on average, 80% quality of life. Tastimed will give terminal patients an additional three years of life at this quality (80%). Sadly, after three years the cancer is likely to come back and the patient’s quality of life will begin to rapidly decrease, reaching 0% by the 4 year mark.

A terminal mouth cancer patient who does not take this medication will rapidly decline to 0% quality of life within a year. 

Total patient cost:
Each cycle of Tastimed treatment costs the NHS £800.

Ethical considerations:
It is believed that 91% of all cases of the disease are preventable.


When you have read the information carefully, use this sheet to help you answer the questions about Tastimed.
Your answers, as well as the information given here, should help you decide which drug to put forward for funding. You may wish to write some notes about the pros and cons of each drug.
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Tastimed
Using a calculator and the information given on your Medical Information Sheet for Tastimed, answer the following questions:
1. What is the total cost to the NHS of prescribing Tastimed to a single patient?


2. Using the value given for probability of response to treatment, calculate how many people would benefit from the availability of this drug.



3. Draw a graph to represent the quality of life of a patient taking this medicine (and responding to it), over 4 years. Your graph should also have a “baseline” (a separate line to represent where their quality of life would be without this drug).











4. Calculate the area between the baseline quality of life and the treatment quality of life. What do you think this number represents?
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